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Tue ScHooLs. 


We are now within a few days of the re-opening 
of the various schools. The two English ones, 
indeed, will bold their inaugural meetings before 
the end of next week. Both will open on the same 
day—Friday, Oct. lst—the inaugural proceedings 
commencing at 3 p.m. in London, and at 2.30 p.m. 
in Liverpool. The others will not open their doors 
till the following week, the Irish School opeuing 
first, on Monday, Oct. 4th, while Edinburgh and 
Glasgow follow two days later, on the 6th— coinci- 
dent dates again. The University of Manchester 
—not a veterinary school in one sense of the word, 
and yet a potent factor in veterinary education— 
will commence its post-graduate classes on Oct. 5th. 
All the Schools we hope may have a successful 
session’s work to come ; and as far as the inaugural 
meetings which prelude serious work are concerned, 
we know there are many well-wishers of veterinary 
education who are now locking forward to a pleasant 
reunion at one or another of our Colleges. 


Tue Haaue Conaress. 


It is significant of the growing appreciation of 
our profession that The Times, an extract from 
which we reprint on another page, should draw 
attention to a gathering of our colleagues held upon 
the Continent, and fully admit the international 
importance of a Veterinary Congress such as that 
held last week atthe Hague. The general résumé 
of the outstanding features of the Congress which 
we publish this week points the same moral even 
more distinctly. In future issues we hope to give 
an account cf the professional deliberations of the 
gathering, and we shall have further opportunities 
of discussing the bearing of some of the decisions 
upon the profession and its work in this country. 
In the meantime, we call attention to the very 
large muster attending the Congress, and to the 
circumstances and auspices under which it was held. 

A great deal of the success of the Congress was 
undoubtedly due to the Dutch veterinarians, who 
must be congratulated upon the manner in which 
they accomplished a most difficult task in organisa- 
tion. Much of their success, however, was certainly 
due to the support they received from the Govern- 
ment and the throne. It will be seen from the 
report that the Dutch Prince Consort was the 
official patron of the Congress, and that his patron- 
age was anythiug but a nominal one. From first 
to last he took an active interest in its proceedings, 
and in addition to bis support much otber official 
recognition and assistance was forthcoming. 


Several Dutch Ministers, and diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of most civilised countries, figured among 
the official supporters of the Congress; and last, 
but not least, a great deal of the practical respon- 
sibility in entertaining the delegates was undertaken 
hy the Dutch Government. The results were two- 
fold. Undoubtedly the enjoyment of the members 
und their companions was greatly enhanced ; and, 
more important still, the deliberations of the Con- 
gress must have gained immeasurably in weight, 
and the public position of the profession been 
greatly strengthened in other than scientific circles, 
by the prominence accorded to the gathering. In 
a word, the rulers of Holland have fully recognised 
the international importance of the Congress, and 
the emphasis of the recognition has strengthened 
the profession throughout the world. 

Rapidly as this Congress is rising in the public 
estimation, its membership roll is increasing with 
quite equal rapidity. The present list of members 
exceeds that of four years ago by over 400, and 
there seems no doubt that a further great numerical 
augmentation will mark the Congress of 1913. That 
Congress will be held in England, and it is there- 
fore desirable that it should not fall short of 
its predecessor. There are sentimental reasons 
for that desire, for our countryman Gamgee 
was chiefly instrumental in establishing the 
Congress in 1863, and the next meeting will 
therefore be the jubilee of the gathering in the 
country of its main founder. Moreover, the Con- 
gress has not yet reached its zenith of power and 
usefulness ; it is travelling towards the goal which 
men like Gamgee foresaw for it nearly half-a-cen- 
tury ago, but, meeting only once in four years as it 
does, it is essential that every gathering should 
mark an advance. The last meeting at the Hague 
has done so; the next one in England must do 
likewise. 

Nevertheless, it must be confessed that the task 
of even equalling the success of last week’s Con- 
gress will be a heavy one for British practitioners. 
Much labour in organisation will be necessarv, but 
happily we bave plenty of men in Great Brisin 
capable of this. Kot a little money, also, will be 
required, and this will be the main difficulty. We 
sball return to this later, but it is sufficient to say 
now that the matter should be taken in hand with 
as little delay as possible. A fund should be set on 
foot in preparation for the next Congress soon, as 
the nucleus for the sum we shall have to raise, and 
added to annually. Such a fund, if well supported 
by the profession, may be found more than useful 
in three years’ time. 
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UNRECOGNISED DISEASES. 


Experience of autopsies teaches us many im- 
rtant matters in connection with the diagnosis of 
iseases, it also leads us to the belief that many 
affections stated to be of rare occurrence in animals, 
are in reality more common than is usually stated. 
Take, for example, cardiac affections in the horse. 
Some authorities state that diseases of the heart 
are far from common in the horse. The correct 
statement would be, that as compared with man, 
these affections are not so frequently met witb. 

This is specially true with reference to well- 
marked cases of cardiac disease. But of one fact 
we are assured, viz., tbat in consequence of the 
difficulty of diagnosis of these affections in the 
horse, and the absence of subjective symptoms as 
an aid to diagnosis, a large number of cases of 
cardiac disease are overlooked and unrecognised. 
Not only is it very often impossible to state the 
exact lesion that is present, but also in consequence 
of the difficulties in the way of a proper physical 
examination of the heart, it requires the greatest 
discrimination to even give a diagnosis of “ heart 
disease ” except in well-marked cases. 

Tbe symptoms are notoriously deceptive, and the 
more experience possessed by the practitioner, the 
more careful he is in this respect. Indeed the 
entire absence of appreciable symptoms during 
life in cases which showed marked cardiac lesions 
at post-mortem examinations also emphasize the 
difficulties in diagnosis. - 

No doubt an easy way of approaching the matter 
is to state that such affections are rare in the horse, 
but this is neither accurate nor useful. Some 
authors fall into the other extreme, and endeavour 
to lay down instructions for the physical examina- 
tion of the heart, so as to differentiate the various 
cardiac lesions. As these rules for differential 
diagnosis are for the most taken from works 
on human medicine they prove of doubtful utility 
in veterinary practice. 

Renal pr’ ff affections are often unrecog- 
nised during life, and frequently give unpleasant 
surprises at autopsies. 

It is quite clear that a large amount of valuable 
material is lost by the neglect of carrying out 
autopsies and recording clinical histories. The 
ideal method of improving our clinical knowledge 
is by the uniting of the efforts of the practitioner 
and the pathologist. Too often the work of each is 
conducted in an exclusive manner, with the result 
that clinical veterinary medicine has not advanced 
to that extent which is desirable. 

The average practitioner has not the training of 
the pathologist which will enable him to reeognise 
certain alterations of structure and morbid appear- 
ances. However anxious he may be to advance 
his clinical knowledge, unless he can call in the aid 
of the pathologist to the autopsies he performs, he 
will be greatly handicapped in his efforts. These 
remarks specially apply to provincial practitioners ; 
of course those in large cities have splendid 
opportunities, especially when a Veterinary College 
is in their midst. 


It is quite evident that to carry out a careful 
autopsy, and to ascertain the exact cause of death 
in obscure diseases, requires the aid of a skilled 
pathologist. We know full well how unsatisfac- 
tory are the conditions under which we have often 
to perform post-mortem examination, and how dis- 
appointing it is not to discover the cause of death, 
or the cause of the _— that were presented. 
We have often felt, under the circumstances, the 
urgent need of a pathologist, because without doubt 
some lesion was present which from our lack of 
knowledge we bad over looked. Hence the clinical 
history, which we had carefully prepared, was ren- 
dered useless, and we learned nothing from our 
observation of the case—except a further demonstra- 
tion of our ignorance. 

Of course a disease may be classed as unrecog- 
nised when no appreciable symptoms of its exis- 
tence are present, or when symptoms are present 
which do not point to lesions of a special organ, or 
when, from our rough and ready methods of post- 
mortem examination, we have overlooked the pre- 
sence of lesions. Probably with improved methods 
of diagnosis we shall be able to recognise and ap- 
preciate symptoms which we now overlook, but it is 
to the pathologist that we must look for the cause of 
these symptoms. 

Unfortunately it is not always the practitioner 
with the greatest opportunities for advancing clini- 
cal knowledge who leads the van in this direction. 
Too often he falls into the rut of routine work, and 
satisfied with his present knowledge, he does not 
recognise the value of autopsies. Hence to the 
knacker—and to oblivion—is consigned the most 
valuable material, and attention is only paid to the 
living ; more important no doubt from a commercial 
aspect, but far less from the point of view of the 
advancement of clinical knowledge. 

In the present day far more attention is paid to 
administrative duties than to clinical veterinary 
medicine. One would imagine that the diagnosis 
and treatment of disease had reached its zenith, and 
that the veterinary surgeon of the future would be 
occupied with duties of a purely preventive charac- 
ter. Papers are constantly being read on the sub- 
ject, and one sees the ubiquituous tuberculosis dis- 
cussed ad nauseam in eyery professional journal and 
at every scientific gathering. 

As the public will, at any rate for the present, 
require the services of clinicians as well as inspec- 
tors for their food and drink, it is only fair that the 
pendulum should now turn for a time in the other 
direction, and that post graduate courses should be 
instituted for the advancement of clinical medicine. 
The motor has not yet displaced the horse so far 
as hunters and racehorses are concerned. Canine 
practice shows no signs of decreasing. Disease 
is still with us, and is likely to remain so, even 
in the face of the most rigid system of preven- 
tive measures. 

So the clinician has still a field for work, many 
parts of which are as yet untilled. The problems 
of the diagnosis and treatment of disease will, we 
venture to » continue to offer opportunities for 
work, and still require the brightest of intellects 
and most enthusiastic of individuals to solve them. 
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And let us hope also that workers in the elucida- 
tion of unrecognised and obscure diseases will not 
be wanting, amidst the craze for administrative 
appointments, although we must admit that the 
latter are likely to prove more remunerative and 
less laborious. 

E. Watuis Hoare, F.R.0.v.8. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Favus Fowt.s. 


Prof. Schlegel, of Freiburg, bas had extensive 
opportunities of studying favus in fowls, having 
diagnosed the disease in nineteen difterent out- 
breaks. In mature fowls, favus runs an insidious 
course, extending over many weeks. Its course is 
more acute in the case of young birds, where it is 
rather rapidly fatal. 

The symptoms are dullness and loss of condition, 
with the presence of white or greyish-yellow 
scabby points and specks on the comb, wattles, 
neck, and back. Later in the course of the disease 
anemia, cachexia, and icterus appear. The cada- 
— affected birds have a repugnant mouldy 
smell. 

Post-mortem, in addition to the external lesions, 
necrotic lesions of the epithelium of the muccus 
membranes are very often found. Small nodules, 
yellow caseous deposits, and ulcers may be found 
on the mucous membranes of the upper air passages 
and the digestive tract. Isolated lesions are also 
found in the bronchi and lungs in the form of 
necrotic and caseous inflammatory changes. The 
mucous membranes of the crop and the small 
intestine are especially affected, sometimes show- 
ing intense blood-red inflammation, and sometimes 
senna covered with a diffuse yellow necrotic 

it. 

n al lthese lesions the Achorion Schénleinii could 
be demonstrated by microscopical examination. 
Confusion with avian diphtheria was therefore out 
of the question. 

Schlegel also diagnosed favus in four wild part: 
ridges and one domestic one, and in two captured 
hares, the latter being affected about the , ears, 
and eyelids.— Berliner Tier. Woch. 


[Neumann states that the cutaneous mycosis of 
fowls known as “favus” is not caused by the 
Achorion Schénleinu, but by a special fungus 
allied to i ee and called Lophophyton gal- 
line or Trycophyton Mégnini. But in describing this 
disease, Neumann makes no mention of any infec- 
tion of the internal mucous membranes. blegel 
therefore appears to have studied a different disease. 
—Transl. } 


Motascuit.—The manufacture of Molascuit, a cattle 
food made from the interior (digestible) cellulose fibre of 
the s cane and sugar cane mo is an industry 
which has assumed a considerable degree of importance 
in British Guiana. It is a development in the 
cane industry, and it can be sent from all of the 
a and sold at a 

head 


ice that will enable a lar 
stock to be Htably 


pro’ fed on the farm. 


NINTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESS. 


The Congress was held at the Hague and was 
attended by a large number of British veterinary 
surgeons, accompanied in some cases by their wives 
and members of their families. Sir Jgfin M’ 
and Mr. Stockman represented the Board of Agri- 
culture, Mr. Hedley represented the Department of 
Agricultural, Dublin Castle, Mr. Crabb the New 
Zealand and Mr. Sidney Villar the Queensland 
Governments. Other gentlemen attending as dele- 
gates of our Veterinary Medical Societies or as 

rivate members were Professors Dewar, Mettam, 

ooldridge and Hobday, Messrs. Healey, Winter 
and Dawson from Ireland, Professors Dewar and 
Bradley, Messrs. Spreull, Hamilton and Anderson 
from North of the Tweed, while from further south 
came Captains Olver and Todd, Messrs. Banham 
(father and son), Mr. Dawes, also accompanied by 
his son, Messrs. Bloye, Dunstan, Eaton-Jones, 
Woods, of Wigan; Beddard, John Bell, Roberts, 
Tunbridge Wells; A. W. Noel Pillers, Sheffield ; 
Stent; also Mr. Davis and Mr. Woods, students 
from the London College. The Congress was 
favoured with the presence of Lady M’Fadyean, 
Mrs. Stewart Stockman, Mrs. Hedley, Miss Hedley, 
Mrs. Banham, Mrs. Sidney Villar, Mrs. Dunstan, 
Mrs. Stent, Mrs. Wooldridge, Mrs. and Miss Woods, 
Mrs. Healey, Mrs. Eaton Jones, Mrs. and Miss 
Spreull, Miss Dewar and Miss Welch. 

The main party left London on Saturday evening 
in a reserved saloon for Harwich, reaching that 
port at 10 p.m., and immediately went on board, 
arriving after a smooth and pleasant passage at The 
Hague about 5a.m. A further railway journey of 
abou’ half-an-bour landed us at Scheveningen, a 
beautiful and fashionable seaside resort; it is here, 
at The Kurhaus and the Palace Hotel, where the 
meetings and functions of the Congress were held. 

About 800 veterinary surgeons attended the Con- 

ress, which is under the way of His Royal 
ighness Prince Henry of the Netherlands (the 
Prince Consort). 

The President of the Congress was the Minister 
of Agriculture and Commerce, and among the Vice- 
Presidents were several Ministers of the Holland 
Government, and the diplomatic representatives of 
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, China, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Italy, Japan, Persia, Portugal, Rou- 
mania, Russia, Spain, Turkey, and the United 
States. 

The Acting President was Professor Schimmel, 
Principal of the Veterinary School at Utrecht and 
the Secretary Dr. A. de Jong, Professor at the Uni- 
versity, both most courteous and hospitable gentle- 
men. Amongst other well-known men we noticed 
Professor Bang, Drs. Poels, Huytra, Lydtin, Hess 
of Berne, Theiler, of Pretoria, Fre Arloing, 
Jacoulet, Guittard, Dammann, Liautard, Fother- 
ingham, Dr. Williams, and others. 

On Sunday, at 9 p.m., a reception was held bf 
the members of the Executive Committee, at whi 
the delegates and their ladies attended. 
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The official opening of the Congress took place in 
the theatre of the Kurbaus at 2 p.m., on Monday. 
H.R.H. the Prince Consort attended in State, and 
in a long speech welcomed the members of the Con- 
gress to The Hague. Speeches were also made by 
the Minister for Agriculture and M. Schimmel, 
whilst several delegates of Governments, including 
Sir John M’Fadyean acknowledged the Royal Wel- 
come in felicitous terms. 

Subsequently the delegates of Governments were 
severally introduced to the Prince, who shook hands 
and entered into a short conversation with each. 

The receptions, festivities and entertainments 
were of daily occurrence, and the hospitality of the 
Dutch most marked; it is said that the Govern- 
ment of the Netherlands made a money grant ex- 
ceeding £8,000 towards the expenses of the 
Congress 

The Prince Consort showed his personal interest 
not only by attending some of the meetings and 
festivities, but on the 13th inst. invited the delegates 
of Governments to a reception at the Royal Palace. 
About a dozen British delegates were present and 
were each again introduced to the Prince. 

The scene was grand and impressive, the Prince 
and many Court officials wearing military uniforms, 
and the Ambassadors of many nations attended, 
some in quaint dress adding additional interest. 

The hospitality was most lavish, as it was again 
on the next evening, when an official reception was 
given by the Government of Her Majesty the Queen 
of the Netherlands. At this function practically all 
the members of the Congress witb their ladies 
attended ; beautiful music was provided and the 
function was extremely gorgeous. 

This was to have been succeeded by a display of 
fireworks on the sea front, but as the reception had 
not concluded at 1 a.m.—it did not commence 
until 10.30 p.m.—its omission at the request of the 
Minister of War was perhaps welcome to all. 

On Wednesday afternoon most of the members 
of the Congress went on an excursion to Rotterdam 
and were taken in several steamboats for a trip up 
the river Maas, to view the shipping and docks of 
the port. The pleasure of this excursion was 
marred by a continual downpour of rain. Others, 
instead of the river excursion, attended at the Sero- 
Therapeutical Institute, at Rotterdam, where they 
were most kindly welcomed by Dr. J. Poels and his 
assistants. 

On the same py | a banquet was given by 
M. Schimmel to the delegates, when about two 
hundred sat down to a most magnificent spread. 

Sir John M‘Fadyeau, on behalf of the English 

ing delegates, proposed the toast of “The 

yal Family of the Netherlands and the prosperity 

of that nation.” He again gave this toast at the 

official banquet of the Congress, on the succeeding 

evening, when about 500 members and ladies were 

present, including practically all the British repre- 
sentatives. 

Baron van Voorst tot Voorst and Herr T. M. van 
Asch van Wyck, were commissioned by the Nether- 
land Government to aid in securing the comfort 
and entertainment of the guests, and to them the 


British Section, at least, owe a debt of gratitude 
for their unceasing care and atteution. 

The entertainment of the ladies during the 
business meeting of the Congress was undertaken 
by a special ladies committee, of which the Presi- 
dent was Madame de Jong, wife of the General 
Secretary of the Congress. 

Visits to the museums, picture galleries, and 
drives to interesting buildings and places in the 
suburbs were undertaken, and apparently much 
enjoyed by tle ladies, whilst on Friday evening a 
gala performance at the Theatre of the Hague was 
given, and attended by a large number of ladies and 
gentlemen. 

On Saturday the official closing of the Congress 
was followed by a general departure of the members 
on excursions of some days duration, or to their 
homes. 

We hope to give a résumé of the important work 
of the Congress in a future issue. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


A apy meeting was held at the Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin, on bg J evening, / t 24th, when there 
were present Mr. Holland in the chair, Messrs. M. Hed- 
ley, Sea. McKenny, A. Watson, J. H. Jones, W. Cham- 
— F. C. Ryan, Prof. Craig, R. H. Lambert, J. T. 
Healy, J. J. Vahey, W. A. Byrne, B. P. J. Mahony, M. J. 
Cleary, A. gy a: H. Carr, G. A. Jarratt, A. J. 
Moffett, J. Mark, W. Cargill Patrick, Prof. Duncan, M. 
Barlow, and W. H. Wilkinson, hon. sec. 

The following gentlemen were present as visitors :— 
Messrs. D. Kehoe, R. S. Forbes, J. Forbes, J. Dawson, 
E. A. Ryan, and C. 8. Addison. 

The following gentlemen sent intimations tting 
their inability to be present: Colonel Reilly, Captain 
Pallin, Messrs. C. Allen, T. D. Lambert, F. W. Taylor, 
J. E. Johnston, C. M. Griffen, F. Renehan, J. A. Jordan, 
J.J. Hilliard, J. H. Peard, T. J. Daly, W. Dagg, J. 
F. O'Donnell, Finlay Kerr, P. J. Howard, Geo. New- 
some, W. Ashe King, and M. Purcell. 

On the proposal of Mr. James McKenny, seconded 
by Mr. Watson, the minutes were taken as read and 
signed by the President. 

Capt. PLUNKETT, genneens by Mr. W. H. Wilki 
and seconded by Mr. Watson, was ballotted for 
elected a member. 

Mr. W. H. Wixkinson (hon. sec.) read the report of 
the Council :— 

Report or Counci. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Since our last general 
meeting several subjects of great importance to members ~ 
of our profession have been brought under the notice of 
your Couneil. 

I have received letters of acknowledgment from the 
Secretary of the Royal -—, of Veterinary Surgeons, 
the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture (England), the 
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture (Ireland), 
and The Right Hon. A. Birrell, M.P., relative to — 
of my letter of protest to the s ted clauses from 
Council of the Highland and icultural Society of 
Scotland being accepted as an amendment to the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons’ Act Amendment Bill. 

At a subsequent date it was thought advisable that I 
should also send a copy to the Secretary of the North 
of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, and I have 
since received a letter from Mr. Jordan stating that the 
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members of his Association unanimously endorsed the 
action taken by this Association. 

Also a letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
Agriculture acknowledging receipt of my letter of pro- 
test of June 2ist, re the appointment of laymen to 
lecture on veterinary subjects, the subject matter of 
these letters of protest being contained in the resolu- 
tions which you have just heard read in the minutes of 
the last general meeting and which were published in 
the proceedings of the meeting of May 28th. 

I have been directed to bring to your notice a circular 
letter from Mr. Fred Bullock, hon. sec. to the Ninth 
International Veterinary Congress to be held at The 

e from September 13th to 18th, 1909, in the rooms 
of the Sea Baths Society, Scheveningen. 

The matter has been before your Council, and I was 
directed to make the suggestion at this meeting that 
members support the Congress by their presence. 

On June 15th I received the following letter from 
Mr. A. Watson :— 

“ Dear Wilkinson, 

Mr. John Burns has just introduced into the House 
of Commons a Bill dealing with Milk and Dairies. This 
it appears is to be handled by the Local Government 
Board (vide Mr. T. W. Russell’s reply to the Live Stock 
Association.) It would be a most appropriate time to 
seek for veterinary representation on the ] Govern- 
ment as medical men have it. Our Council 
~— meet and make a representation to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons on this matter, and take 
such other steps as may be deemed requisite. This I 
opine would require immediate action.— Y ours sincerely, 

A, Watson.” 


This was accompanied by a copy of Mr. T. W. 
Russell’s letter to the Irish Cattle Traders and Stock- 
owners’ Association which appeared in The Freeman’s 
Journal of June 14th. 


Letter from Mr. T. W. Russell. 


“T am in receipt of your letter of the 7th inst., asking 
that I shall receive a deputation from the Irish Cattle 
Traders and Stockowners’ Association in connection 
with the New Milk Bill introduced by Mr. John Burns, 
and which; by section 16, is applied to Ireland. I have 
1s pro) In to the application of the measure 
to Ireland, that the Local caiman Board, after 
consultation with this Department, ‘may make such 
general or special orders as they think fit for the purpose 
of ing this Act into effect. The matters with 
which these orders may deal are specified in the same 
section, and I do not see that the Department has any 
other function than that above mentioned. In the cir- 
cumstances, if your Association desire to make any 
representations upon the subject, the proper body for 
them to approach is the Local Government Board, who, 
if the measure becomes law, will be charged with its 
administration in Treland.” ; 

Tn response to this very important letter I summoned 
a meeting of your Council for June 24th, which was held 
at my house. 

After long and careful consideration of the matter a 
resolution was calling upon the R.C.V.S. to 
advocate direct veterinary representation on the Local 
Government mag also suggesting amendments to the 
Bill, and Messrs. McKenny, Watson, Craig, and Wilkin- 
son were directed to draw up a letter in reference to the 
Bill, a copy of which I was directed to send also to Prof. 
Mettam, as the Member of Council representing 
Treland. 

I received a circular letter from Mr. H. A. MeCor- 
mack, hon. see. to the Central Veterinary Medical 
Society of England, containing a copy of their resolu- 
tion on the same subject, and wrote Mr. McCormack the 
following reply : 


“Dear, Sir,—I beg to thank you for your letter of 21st 
inst., it arrived most opportunely as our Council held a 
specially convened meeting to consider the Milk and 

iries Bill the same day as I received your letter. 
Your resolution was read at the meeting, and we were 
very pleased to see that other Associations were interest- 
ing themselves in the matter. 

It affords me great =o to send you a copy of the 
resolution and amendments proposed and adopted on 
Royal College of Veterinary 

va of Veterinary Surgeons.—Y ours fal y; 

W. H. Hon. Sec. 

June 29th.” 


And on June te following letter was addressed 
to the Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons :— 

Dear Sir,—My Council have been considering the 
Milk and Dairies Bill as introduced into Parliament b 
the Right Hon. John Burns, M.P., and I have muc 
pleasure in transmitting to you the resolution and sug- 
gested amendments unanimously —— by them. 

I am further to urge upon the Council with great 


earnestness the hope that every available effort a 
we 


utillized by them to have these views adopted Wy 
Government. For ourselves we promise to do al 


can to effect their safe through Parliament. 
—Yours sincerely, W. H. Wiixrnson, Hon. Sec. 
This was accompanied by the following resolution :— 


“We consider the Milk and Dairies Bill introduced 
into Parliament by the Right Hon. John Burns, M.P., 
presents a unique opportunity to the R.C.V.S. for having 
the veterinary profession directly re mted on the 
Local Government Boards of ey and Ireland, and 
having veterinary surgeons on their inspectoral 
and we hereby call on the Council of the R.C.V.S. to 
take all necessary steps to effect this by their Parliamen- 
tary agent. 

e also consider the following alterations and addi- 
tions should be made in the Bill: Clause 2 (1) on fifth 
line delete the words “and if” and add after Veterin- 
ary Surgeon on seventh line the words “who shall.” 
Clause 2 (2) add the word “ veterinary ” before the word 
“surgeon” on second line. Clause 2 (4) (6) delete the 
words “until the expiration of such time not ex 
“ten days,” fifth and sixth lines, and add “for su 
time.” Clause 2 (3) after the words “their Medical 
Officer of Health” on second and third lines add “or 
their Veterinary Inspector or Veterinary Surgeon.” 
Clause 4 (1) on second line, after “ Medical Officer of 
Health” add “or Veterinary Inspector or Verners 
Surgeon.” Clause 5, on first line delete “may” an 
change to shall.” Delete all the words after “ Veterin- 
ary Inspectors” to end of Clause. Clause 13 (1) after 
«Medical Officer of Health” on third line, add “ Veter- 
inary Inspector or Veterinary Surgeon,” also after 
“ Medical Officer of Health” on eighth line add “ Veter- 
inary Inspector or Veterinary Surgeon.” Clause 14. 
The expression Veterinary Inspector or Veterinary 
— should be defined and inserted in the Bill as 

ollows :— 

“The expression Veterinary Inspector or Veterinary 
Surgeon means a Member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. Clause 16. After (4) add “The 
expression Veterinary Inspector or Vetei urgeon 
eens a Member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.” 

“Tn order to enforce efficiently the Clauses 3 @) 6; 
9, @) the Local Government Boards of England 
Treland must create Veterinary Commissioners, and ap- 
point Veterinary Inspectors on their staffs.” 

I have since received on July 6th, an acknowledgment 
of this letter stating that the suggested amendments 
have been tien sta | by the Parliamentary Committee 
and will receive the most careful attention. 
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The Council 

amongst the Bills 
t are drop or in jamentary ce amongst 
the “slaughtered innocents,” but they oe that so im- 
»ortant a measure will receive early attention from Par- 


nt. 

Your Council think that they are not claiming too 
much when they say that the present Sanitary (Veterin- 
ary Inspectors) order, 1909, is the outcome of their 
exertions on behalf of the profession _in Ireland re the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops i og Bill, 1908. 
This Order is in our opinion one of the most valuable 
concessions the veterinary profession has ever obtained, 
and are firmly convinced and assured that a great many 
of its most valued clauses were obtained through the 
persistent attention and applications showered in from 
the conjoint Associations in Ireland. If these Asso- 
ciations never achieved sorting else for their members, 
re | will have justified their existence in connection 
with this Order. Your Council appeals to the members 
that in view of the great advantages which accrue to the 
veteri profession under this Order, it is desirable 
that all members of the profession concerned will loyally 
and to the fullest of their ability carry out the varied 
duties imposed upon them, working in conjunction with 
the Local Government Board, the Department of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, and the 
Medical Officer of Health, in the several districts in which 
they are located. 

At our last general meeting it was decided to confer 
the Diploma of Honorary Membership upon Sir Charles 
Cameron and Sir Christopher Nixon, and a committee 
has been formed consisting of Messrs. Chambers, Wat- 
son, McKenny, Prof. Craig, and myself to make arrange- 
ments to hold the annual dinner, which was on a 
previous date adjourned sine die, and that the presenta- 
tions be made at the same time. 

A letter was received from the Hon. Sec. of the South 
Durham and North Yorkshire Veterinary Medical 
Association re the fixing of payment of uniform fees to 
veteri surgeons for attendance at race meetings, 
and was brought forward at a Council meeting held on 
August 17th, but after considerable discussion the 
matter was deferred to the next meeting of Council. 

A letter was received from Prof. Gofton ve proposed 
——— of veterinary societies, enclosing Dr. 
Bradley’s draft scheme and asking for suggestions 
thereon. In collaboration with Mr. McKenny I drafted 
and dispatched a reply. 

Several letters have been received recently from gen- 
tlemen complaining of the appointment of non-qualified 
inspectors under the Milk and Dairies Order, and I will 
take this opportunity of referring them to the new 
Local Government Board’s Sanitary (Veterinary Inspec- 
tors) Order 1909. 


Mr. Watson said he had great pleasure in proposing 
that the report of the Council which they had just 
heard read, be passed by the Association—The report 
was accepted. 

LocaL GovERNMENT BoarRD REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. McKEnny said it had been suggested that a depu- 
tation wait on the Local Government Board asking 
that the veterinary profession should be represented on 
the just as the medical profession was at the 
present time. He thought that was the time, if they 
approved of that suggestion—which they had done in 
passing the report of Council, by saying aye to the 
report—to appoint the deputation. 


Pustic Concress—Report oF DELEGATE. 


Mr. President and gentlemen,—As dened by you 
geyser _ Health Congress, Leeds, held from te uly 
1 24 


t that the Right Hon. John Burns’ } 


Tuesday, July 20th, was the first day directly interest- 
ing veterinarians. this day a paper was read by 
J. Robertson, M.D., B.sc., Birmingham, on Protection of 
Food Suppl (Milk, etc.) What struck me most was 
the unsuitability of ical men dealing with a subject 
of this kind, involving as it does a knowledge of diseases 
of cows and more particularly an intimate acquaintance 
with tuberculosis of the udders of cows. His treatment 
but his statements in some 


of the subject was 
from literature inspired or derived 


aspects were deriv 
from veterinarians. 

Mr. Dixon, veteri inspector, spoke on this paper 
and joined issue with Dr. Robertson as to the danger of 
communicating tuberculosis to the human subject by 
os tuberculous meat; the doctor having averred 
that he considered the danger slight in the case of meat. 
Mr. Dixon stated that milk was more serious as a 
source of infection. The tuberculin test was also advo- 
cated by Mr. Dixon as a eet help in the efforts to 
eradicate tuberculosis. is member of our profession 
made the alarming statement that more than 80% of 
dairy cows kept in towns were tuberculous. 

r. J. 8. Lloyd, of Sheffield, spoke on the Tubercu- 
losis Order and supported its provisions as being of 
great value in the eradication of the disease. He also 
advocated that the licensing clauses of the Scottish Milk 
Billshould be included in the English Bill. “He regretted 
that the proposed legislation against tuberculosis did 
not give more assistance to farmers desirous of eradicat- 
ing tuberculosis from their herds and said such assist- 
ance ought to be controlled by a central authority 
a Board of Agriculture—and should come from the 

tate.” 

In the Preventive Medicine section, on the 22nd July. 
a paper was read by Mr. W. G. Barnes, M.R.c.v.s., Chie 
Inspector of dairy cows, London County Council, with 
the title “ Protection of Milk Supply from Tuberculosis.” 

Considerable discussion arose out of the remarks of 
Mr. McPhail, m.R.c.v.s., of Hull. No abstract of his 

per was published, and he was severely handicapped 

y being restricted to five minutes for his remarks. I 

must say that he “set the heather on fire” by saying 
that seizures of diseased meat could not be carried out 
unless the examination was made by someone who had 
a training in veterinary work, or had an acquaintance 
with di conditions in Animals. He also made 
strong criticisms of fraudulent descriptions of goods, 
and recommended the seizure of goods exposed for sale 
under a false description. 

Dr. Phillip Boobbyer, M.o.n., Nottingham, said Mr. 
McPhail and other veterinary surgeons were under a 
misapprehension as to the functions of Medical Officers 
of Health. He said veterinarians thought they alone 
were competent to say what was, and what was not, fit 
for the food of man. But he claimed that a properly 
qualified and {instructed Medical Officer of Health was 
best qualified, and that the veterinary surgeon was not. 

Dr. Collingridge, m.o.., of London, supported the 
remarks of Dr. Boobbyer as to the position of the veterin- 
arian in the Public Health service, and stated that the 
M.O.H. would always have to decide what meat was fit 
for human food. 

Mr. J. S. Lloyd, F.R.c.v.s., supported Mr. McPhail 
very strongly, stating meat inspection could only be done 
by veterinarians, as medical men were not instructed in 
diseases of animals. He also exampled that abroad 
meat inspection was done by veterinary surgeons, and 
that the one portal system of veterinary qualification 
in this country wo’ guarantee uniformity in meat 

n Wednesday, the 23rd July, the conference of 
veterinarians was held. I don’t claim too much when I 
say that it was the best attended section of the Con- 


gress, the room being overcrowded : and not only was it 
t numerically, but the enthusiasm of all present at 


; 
| | 
| 
if 
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the ings was remarked by all. I must directly 
mention that the audience consisted of medical men, 
representatives of local boards, and veterinarians. The 
President’s address was eloquent and instructive, and 
that part oe | with the disputed point of the relative 
positions of medical men and veterinarians was skilful, 
tactful, and proved him full of the soft answer which 

All present were loud in their 


Mr. Alfred Holburn, m.R.c.v.s., Congleton, read an 
— paper on “The eradication of Bovine Tubercu- 


losis. 
Mr. A. Levie, F.R.c.v.s., read a highly scientific paper 
on “Some points of interest to veterinary surgeons in 


to milk.” 
r. James A. Dixon, M.R.c.v.s., Leeds, took for his 
subject the Taberculos’s Order, 1909. 

Mr. Thomas Parker, F.R.c.v.s., of Newcastle, read an 
exhaustive — a most careful study and re- 
search on Anthrax and Glanders. 

The President called on Sir Charles A. Cameron to 
open the debate. 

Sir Charles prefaced his criticism by an eloquent 
tribute to the veterinary profession. He said he always 
felt at home in company of veterinarians. He con- 
sidered that the professional status of the veterinary 
surgeon was not inferior to that of the medical man. 
The latter had only to treat one-animal of a single 
genus—Homo, but the veterinarian was expected to 
acquainted with the maladies of the species of man 

nera, that required extensive study and much intel 
ectual power. 

Mr. Brittlebank, M.R.c.v.s., Manchester, next spoke 
and showed himself thoroughly acquainted with the 
subjects of the various papers. 

Prof. Woodruffe, London, also gave an exhaustive 
criticism of Milk standards. 

Councillor Lambie caused some heat by his emphatic 
pronouncement against any compensation for tubercular 


carcases. 

Councillor Morgan Hopkin spoke on the necessity of 
the Local Government rd granting power to the 
local authorities to establish dairy farms to demonstrate 
the standardisation of milk and for tubercular testing. 

Councillor Lawson, Leeds, appealed for the co- 
operation and goodwill of agriculturists for the eradica- 
tion of tuberculosis. 


Your representative appealed for the justice of com- 
pensation for destruction of carcases affected with 
tuberculosis, and urged it was the only way to get the 
co-operation of the victualler, cowkeeper, and agricul- 
turist. He also held that cattle of Ireland were not in 
any sense so seriously affected with the disease as they 
were in England. Considering it was averred by some 
veterinarians that 80% of the dairy stock in England 
were tubercular. 

Mr. J. S. Lloyd, F.R.c.v.s., Sheffield, spoke on the 
methods of eradication and immunisation, and pointed 
out the differences of Bang and Ostertag’s methods. He 
_ also criticised the Tuberculosis Order, and showed that 

no proposal was made to deal with tuberculosis in 
young cattle. 

Mr. W. G. Barnes, London County Council, advocated 
more tuberculin 

Mr. H. Ainsworth —. F.R.C.V.S., advocated that 
the sale of tuberculin should be controlled, also that 
Government help and encouragement were needed for 
free testing and the services of veterinary surgeons. He 
showed that in Denmark these measures had met with 
success, 

Mr. Parker’s paper was read after lunch. Mr. Lloyd 
opened the discussion. He dealt with the M‘Fadyean 
stain as a valuable aid to diagnosis, and drew attention 
to the possibility of these di being introduced by 
China manes, Fosion wool, and infected food stuffs. 


He also held that glanders was found in cats, and indi- 
cated that the disease might be conveyed from these 
animals to human beings. 

Prof. Woodruffe said anthrax in horses was of more 
frequent occurrence than was supposed. He also dealt 
with glanders in man and the ditt ulty of diagnosis. y 

Mr. G. Carter, F.8.C.v.8., spoke on staining of the 
Anthrax Bacillus. 

Mr. A. Holburn, M.k.c.v.s., supported the last speaker’s 
remarks. 

Mr. Glover, F.R.c.v.s., West Ham, dealt with the 
number of cases of glanders not i and 
abuse of Mallein by horse owners in to get rid of 
animals affected by sale. 

At the termination of the discussion on ag 4 pe the 
following resolutions were proposed by Mr. Lloyd :— 


“That this conference of veteri surgeons is of 
opinion that the Tuberculosis Order of 1909, is a great 
— towards diminishing tuberculosis amongst bovi 
and asa result will considerably decrease the source 
tubercular infection in milk intended for human con- 
sumption. The conference consequently considers that 
whether the Milk and Dairies Bill is this Session 
of Parliament or not, the Tuberculosis Order ought not 
to be withdrawn, but put into force on January Ist as 
originally contemplated.” 


“ That this conference is further of opinion that in 
order to have proper control over any steps taken to 
eradicate tuberculosis from amongst bovi as well as 
to superintend administrative work under the Diseases 
of Animals Acts and Orders made thereunder, it is 
desirable that the Local Authorities of all counties and 
county boroughs should appoint whole time veterinary 
one animal health to carry out these important 

uties. 


Tn conclusion I would postulate that from the veter- 
inarians point of view this Congress was a great success, 
and that the representatives acquitted ves 
worthily. 

I am more convinced than ever that it is the duty of 
the profession to send representatives on all occasions 
to these congresses, for we thus show the medical pro- 
fession and others that there are men amongst us fully 
equipped by our education and training to take a fore- 
most place in the preservation of the National Health. 
Might I further suggest that in selecting representatives 
to attend these functions that those most capable of 
using voice and pen should be chosen from amongst us. 

Aug. 17. A. Watson. 


Prof. Duncan that they tender their heart- 
felt thanks to Mr. Watson for his report. One remark 
of his was a very apt one, and that was in the represen- 
tation of societies of that sort due care should be taken 
that those who went were capable of understanding and 
of speaking and of reporting. He said that without any 
reflection on any others who had ever attended con- 
ferences for them. In this case Mr. Watson was a very 
suitable member to send. (Applause.) 

Mr. Bartow seconded with pleasure. 

The PrestpENT said he was sure Mr. Watson was 
deserving of all that had been said, and, if there was 
time, of a great deal more. Cis 

The vote of thanks was heartily given. , 

Mr. Watson, in reply, expressed his obligations, and 
said he really felt as to this matter of conferences that 
it was of the greatest importance that such Associations 
should be represented. He could assure them it was 
certainly a magnificent sight to see the meeting of 
veterinarians at the Leeds Conference, and it was also 
most creditable the way in which they met their fellow 
professional brethren, the medical officers, and carried 
on the debates. (Hear, hear.) 
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Locat GoveRNMENT Boarp’s SANITARY (VETERINARY 
InsPEcTOoRS) ORDER 1909. 


Mr. Watson, in submitting the Order, first explained 
that the three Associations for the last two — 
taken deep interest in the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milk- 
shops (Ireland) Order of 1908. They had frequently 
endeavoured to maintain the position of veterinary sur- 
(vem in putting into operation the provisions of that 

er. ey had done so by deputations to the Local 
Government Board, they had done so by deputations 
to the various medical licensing bodies in Ireland, and 
on all occasions they had advocated that the veterinary 
aapve was the right and proper person to put that 

er into operation. He thought that the result of 
those representations, both by deputation and by letter, 
had in no small way contributed to the Order of which 
he was now speaking. 


No. 889.—Tue SANITARY (VETERINARY INSPECTORS) 
Orper, 1909. Datep JuLy 30, 1909. 


In pursuance of the powers vested in Us by section 
eleven of the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, and of 
all other powers enabling Us in this behalf, We, the 
Local Government Board for Ireland, do order and it is 
hereby ordered as follows with respect to the Sanitary 
a pd of every urban and rural sanitary district in 

re 

1. This Order may be cited as the Sanitary (Veteri- 
nary Inspectors) Order, 1909. 

2. The Sanitary Authority may, and when directed by 
Us shall, appoint a person registered under the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons Act, 1881, to be a sanitary officer for the 
district under the title of gig inspector. 

3. The Sanitary Authority shall pay to every officer 
appointed under this Order such salary as they shall 
determine with Our approval. 

4. The following shall be the duties and functions of 
the veterinary inspector in respect of the district for 
which he is 

(1.) He shall by inspection of the district, both 
systematically at certain periods and at intervals as 
occasion may require, keep himself informed of the con- 
dition of the dairies and cowsheds therein, and of the 

visions made for the health and cleanliness of the 

iry cattle and for the general cleanliness of the 
dairies, cowsheds and yards and of the persons em- 
ployed therein. 

@.) He shall make careful inquiries into the water 
supplies used for the watering of dairy cattle and for 
the cleansing of milking utensils. 

(3.) He shall endeavour in his inspection of the dis- 
trict to see that all persons carrying on the trade of 
cowkeeper, ie ee or purveyor of milk are duly 
registered as such therein with the local authority in 
accordance with the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 
(Ireland) Order of 1908. 

.) He shall carefully examine the udders and teats 
pay Rapes and if he find any disease thereof 
in his o + is tubercular or otherwise dan- 

e 


5.) If he observes any cow which is or appears to be 
ring from tuberculosis of the udder, indurated 
udder, or other chronic disease of the udder, or which 
is or appears to be emaciated from tuberculosis, he 
retary, Department o iculture a ‘echni 
for Ireland, Dubin 
(6.) In the case of every cowshed constructed and 
used as such before the 1st May, 1908, he shall, if 
satisfied after inspection that the existing arra 
ments for the lighting and ventilation of, and for 


air space of the cows kept in, such cowshed are suffi- 
cient to maintain and keep such cowshed in a whole- 
some condition, and to protect the health of the cows 
therein, as effectually as Articles 3, 4 and 5 of the 
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milksho) Order of 
1908, furnish a certificate acco’ y to the occupier 
of such cow 

(7). He shall attend all such meetings of the Sani- 
tary Authority as they may direct, and shall assist in 
all proceedings in which his services may be required. 

(8.) He shall advise the Sanitary Authority on all 
matters in relation tothe public milk supply which 
pin ao an expert knowledge of the p eter of 
ant 


(9.) He shall report to the Sanitary Authority in 
writing, monthly, or more frequently if necessary or so 
required by them, his i and the measures 
which may require to be adopted for securing the 
cleanliness or wholesomeness of the public milk 
supply ; provided always that in the case of a bye | 
borough, all reports of the veterinary cay sana 
be forwarded to the Sanitary Authority through the 
medical superintendent officer of health. 

(10.) In any case where we shall have recommended, 
or the Sanitary Authority shall have required, any 
improvement or alteration in the structural 
ments of a cowshed or otherwise in relation to 

ing out of the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milksho 
(Ireland) Order of 1908, he shall within a reasonable 
time revisit the premises. If his recommendations or 
the requirements of the Sanitary Authority have not 
been carried out, he shall. report the circumstances to 
the Sanitary Authority. 

(11.) He shall supervise the work of the dairy in- 
spectors, and pears to the Sanitary Authority on the 
manner in which they discharge their duties. On 
receiving information from a dairy inspector that his 
intervention is required in consequence of the exis- 
tence of disease among dairy cattle, or of any condi- 
tions injurious to health in any dairy or cowshed, or 
non-compliance with the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk- 
shops Order of 1908, he’ shall as soon as practicable 
visit the nem and take or direct to be taken such 
steps as he is legally authorised to take or direct to be 
taken and as the circumstances of the case may justify 


or require. 
(12.) He shall, in all matters affecting the public 
health, co-operate with the medical officer of Health, 
and shall, when called on, accompany and assist the 
medical officer of health for the purposes of the in- 
spection of dairy cattle under the provisions of sec- 
tion 4 of the Infectious Diseases vention) Act, 
1890, in any district where that section is in force. 
(13) If he ascertains or has reason to believe that 
infectious disease exists on the premises of a purveyor 
of milk or among the employees of a purveyor of 
sone shall forthwith inform the medical of 


(14.) He shall keep a book or books to be provided 
by the Sanitary Authority, in which he shall make an 
entry of his visits and notes of his observations and 
instructions thereon, and shall produce such book or 
books whenever required to do so by the Sanitary 
Authority. 

(15.) He shall furnish to Us such returns relating 
to the condition of dairies and cowsheds in the 
analogs We shall from time to time require from 


(16.) In matters not specificall vided for in this 
Order he shall observe and aie all the lawful 
orders and directions of the Sanitary Authority, and 
all the Orders, directions and instructions that We 
psd hereafter make, issue or give, applicable to his 

ce. 


| 4 
| 
i 
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tary Authority, and make recommendation to them for ee 
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Given under Our Seal of Office this Thirteenth 
day of July, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Nine. 

H. A. Roprson. 


T. J. Srarrorp. 


The first point to be noted is that this Order is called 
“The Sanitary (Veterinary Inspectors) Order,” and | 
assume that we are therefore sanitary officers. Now 
antecedent to the passing of the Prevention of Tubercu- 
losis (Ireland) Bill, it was argued that we had no stand- 
ing at all in the sanitary department. But now we are 
established » these Order of our own. Moreover, I am of 
the opinion that, bar Dublin, the local authority can re- 
coup the veterinary inspector’s salary from the Local 
Government Board. The Order gives the Local Govern- 
ment Board undeniable authority for them to compel 
local authorities to make veterinary inspectors appoint- 
ments. This could not be done till they formulated the 
duties of such an officer. 

The duties were, up to the nage eg subject of the 
caprice of the | authority or of the Medical Officer 
of Health. There, however, is no doubt about it now, 
and we are hereby made the responsible officers for the 
conditions of dairies, cowsheds, and for the health and 
cleanliness of the dairy cattle, and for the general 
cleanliness of the dairies, cowsheds, and yards, and 
especially of the persons employed therein. The water 
supply is to be investigated by us. Up to the present 
the Medical Officer of Health was the authority. 

Practically, he had nothing to say to the question of 
regulations before this Order, but now we are in part 
responsible for correct regulations. 

he question of disease of the udder stands in a 
greatly improved light, as it is hereby distinctly stated 
that it is on our individual opinion and on our recom- 
mendation that the sanitary authority is to act. Mark 

ou, not on the opinion of outside veterinary surgeons 


but on the opinion of the veterinary eee The 
question of udder disease was most perplexing to the 


veterinary officer of health before this Order, but now 
he knows what he is to do, namely, report to the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. 

uestions of existing cowsheds, their light and 
ventilation was up till now settled by the medical officer, 
but by this Order the veterinarian is the officer to settle 
the question. No mention was ever made of the veteri- 
nary Officer’s attendance on the sanitary authority as a 
consultant and expert to direct that body, but here we 
are directed that it is our duty to be there. 

Heretofore the question of reports was never spoken 
of until an outbreak of disease occurred; I am speaking 
now outside Dublin and Belfast, but his reports now are 
the foundation of all sanitary authorities’ iw with re- 

to the cleanliness and wholesomeness of milk. 

Structural alterations and repairs were dealt with by 
the M.O.H. or architect, but this Order places the 
power in the hands of the veterinarian, and this is of 
the greatest importance to us. 

Sub-paragraph 11, par 4, says “he shall supervise the 
work of the dairy inspectors,” therefore the authority 
must — such inspectors. This is of great impor- 
tance, for it would be undignified to expect the veteri- 

officer to pay visits to see notices were complied 
with, such as the removal of manure, or the cleansing of 
cows, ete. This clause admits of immediate action 
being taken by the veterinary inspectors without the 
direction of the sanitary authority, for it says “he 
shall as soon as practicable visit the place and take, or 
direct to be taken, ve as he is legally authorised to 
_ or direct to be taken, and as the circumstances of 

e case 


may justify or require.” 
By this Order we shall co-operate with the M.O.H., 


and herea great point is made, for it says co-operate, not . 


under. The Order makes us ible for the health 
of the dairy attendants to a certain extent, and we have 
all frequently seen attendants working in a manifestly 
unfit state of health, but we could do nothing in the 
matter. We are now directly in touch with the L.G.B. 
and the D.A.T.I. for our reports have to go to them, and 
we must keep returns for the L.G.B. 

This Order is, in my opinion, the t stride in an 
upward direction in the modern history of the 
ies L.G.B. and oe D.A.T.L. t 
part well. t us, as a profession, now do our duty, 
us work with a will and with honest endeavour, and 
thus justify our claims to be competent and necessary 

in the preservation of the national health. 

Mr. Watson added a word of gn with regard 
to “co-operation” with the City Superintendent medi- 
cal officers. That was a matter o great importance 
to the members in Ireland. Recently they hada serious 
discussion on this point, and it was certainly the view of 
the majority that he should be a distinct entity, acti 
by himself and of himself, without any consultation wi 
the Medical Officer of Health. However, in the cities, 
where there was a superintendent medical officer, the 
veterinary officer was to communicate with him relative 
to the outbreak of disease likely to be injurious to public 
health. (Applause). 

Mr. CLEARY asked what was the meaning of that ? 
What was to be gained? Did it mean that the medical 
superintendent supervised his report? If that was not 
necessary to the borough and rural districts, why was it 
to be necessary in the city ? f 

Mr. Watson answered that the superintendent 
medical officer of health was enpposed to be thoroughly 
conversant with the health of the city. That was his 
duty, as a whole time officer ; and in view of the fact that 
the breaking out of serious disease among animals 
affected the health of the city, such outbreak ought to 
be communicated to him in order that he might take 
precautions to peers the public health. The medical 
officer in a rural district was not in the same position. 
He was riot a whole time officer, and he got a very 
small aged for doing the duty : but the superintendent 
gave his whole time and he was in immediate touch with 
the health of the city. 

Mr. CuEary replied that that was no more the duty 
of the superintendent than it was of the ordinary 
medical officer of health in the country. The claim of 
the local authority had the first call on the pe 
doctor, and they had claim on his whole time if the wor 
required it. He had all the duties to perform in his 
own district that a medical superintendent had in the 
city, so he(Mr. age 4 did not see where it came in 
that the veteri officer in the city should send in his 
report the medical superintendent, when he had not to 
send it in to the ordinary dispensary doctor. 


VERTEBRAL NEOPLASMS IN THE Horse. 


Discussion then took place on Mr. McKenny’s paper 
published in the minutes of the meeting on Novem 
25th, 1908. 

The PRESIDENT observed that they need not fear to 
shock Mr. McKenny’s nervous system however severely 
they might criticise him. 

r. WATSON said he certainly would prefer that some- 
one else began discussing Mr. McKenny’s communica- 
tion, and when he came to reply he was afraid Mr. Mc- 
Kenny would act the part of pulveriser to him (Mr. 
bea He yielded to none in his ——— for 

r. McKenny as a vete surgeon, and partic 
as an operator, but when Mr. McKenny came to di 
with matters of pathology he was not quite so convinc- 
ing. They all knew that he undoubtedly was the 
Rupert of debate, and Mr. Watson umed that was 
of tho ‘hey hub est gold of tangs 
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that communication in order that poor unworthy flies 
like himself might drop into them. ’ 
Mr. McKenny had raised a number of points in_his 
communication, and personally he thought that those 
points were mathematical—a mathematical point had 
agg oe but no magnitude. He would much prefer that 
r. McKenny had, instead of Azoturia, used the modern 
obinuria. Their essayist told them that 
he diagn: wares rod of the muscles per rectum. 
He must congratulate Mr. McKenny on having a very 
delicate and accurate touch, when by introducing his 
hand in the rectum of a horse he could tell that the 
kidneys were inflamed. It was beyond his ~ Watson’s) 
scope to do anything that. It was pity 
that they had not got the subject of the paper before 
them, as they could not go into the merits without 
anf it in front of them. He saw the specimen, and 
he no hesitation at all in saying he would not con- 
sider it like either a hyperplasia or a neoplastic ate 
but he would regard it as nothing more or less than the 
common ankylosis of the lumbar vertebree, which wasa 
very common thing in aged horses. He thanked Mr. 
McKenny for the’ subject he had brought before them. 
f. Crate only wished to refer to one point in con- 
nection with the subject. The case Mr. McKenny des- 
cribed was affected with some abnormalities of the 
vertebral column. It was quite a common thing to 
meet with anchylosis of the lumbar vertebre in old 
horses. As a matter of fact, in the dissecting room 
it was difficult to find a complete set of lumbar verte- 
bre in which fusion had not taken place, but although 
ag was quite common, the enlargement which 
Mr. McKenny met with in this case was not quite as 
frequent. He did not think those little nodules could 
be regarded as neoplasms in the true sense of the term- 
He rded a neoplasm as a non-inflammatory new 
growth. He thought in most cases these new growths 
were the result of some ostitis or periostitis in the 
neighbourhood in which the growth had arisen. In any 
case which he had seen or obtained the history of, he 
had not heard of any ill-effects produced by and attribut- 
able to these growths. However, the history may have 
been defective. Butso faras it went it only indicated 
that the growths did not show very much effect upon 
the system. In a recent case where the growth was 
seen, the horse, a hunter, was used up to two seasons 
previously, and had done well in the hunting field and 
also in the Dublin Show in the jumping competitions. 
Mr. McKEnny, in his reply, said the paper arose on a 
case which he thought of some interest. Mr. Watson 
complained of a word which he had used—“ Azoturia.” 
He also complained of the “high falutin” in the des- 
cription of the neoplasm, etc. , it was very hard 
to please everyone, especially Mr. Watson. (Laughter.) 
If old-fashioned phrases were used Mr. Watson objected ; 
if he used up-to-date expressions he also objected. 
(Laughter.) So on that particular score, Mr. McKenny 
thought he wonld say honours were divided. Perhaps 
they were not aware of it, but the animal exhibited 
symptoms which indica very plainly that it was 
suffering from azoturia. It seemed to be an extra- 
ordinary thing to Mr. Watson to diagnose atrophy of the 
muscles merely by introducing his hand. He 
sso one large and the other small, yet he was said to 
be wonderfully clever in diagnosing a very simple matter. 
The enlargement that had been referred to was covered 
with a lot of fibrous matter. As regards it being anchy- 
losis, the position of the growth was on the flat portion 
of the bone and not in connection with two bones, so 
what was to be anchylosed he could not see. f. 
Craig was perfectly correct. It was very like exostosis. 
Exostosis was a growth of bone, and a neoplasm was a 
new growth. it was exostosis, as stated by Prof. 
Craig, then it was a neoplasm, which Prof. Craig said it 


word Hem 


was not. ughter and applause). Mr. McKenny 
added that he regretted other points in the paper had 
not been taken up. 

The PRESIDENT was sure he would be voicing the 
opinion of all in tendering to Mr. McKenny a hearty 
vote of thanks for his important paper and his able 


defence (Mr. Watson: Hear, hear)—the great pains 
ch an exact post-mortem, 


They owed 
could never 


he took Ker 
and preparing such a troublesome subject. 
a deep Tebt of gratitude to him which they 


"The thanks were cordially given. 


PracticaL oF BACTERIOLOGY IN THE D1ac- 
NOSIS AND TMENT OF DISEASE. 


Mr. Ryan’s paper was given at the last general 
meeting. 
Discussion. 

Prof. Craic said that Mr. Ryan deserved well of the 
Association for taking up the subject at such short 
notice as he did, because the subject which he had 
treated was an exceedingly wide one. Mr. Ryan, how- 
ever, considering the amount of time he had for the pre- 

tion of the paper, had made an ney good 
Job of it. The subject matter’ was intended to show as 
far as possible how the study of bacteriology was useful 
to the general practitioners in the diagnosis and treat- 
ment of disease. Some people were inclined to think 
that bacteriologists considered all diseases to be due 
to bacteria, but he did not think when they came to 
study it more closely they could hold any such opinion. 
But in those cases where bacteria were undoubtedly the 
cause of disease—and it was only those they were going 
to deal with that night—it was interesting to have not 
only a knowledge of the subject but to put it into 
tical use. There were some diseases to which Mr. al 
had referred, diseases which were not at all uncommon 
in that country, in considering which the practitioner 
would derive a good deal of benefit from bacteriology. 
Mr. Ryan had noted that the diagnosis of certain 
diseases could be made by finding and ising the 
bacteria present. Among those which certainly they 
must recognise by means of the microscope was anthrax. 
There were only two points on which he would speak in 
connection with that disease. These points were 
necessarily omitted by Mr. Ryan, because, as he had 
said, the subject was such a wide one that it would be 
impossible to put everything in that would be desired. 
In trying to recognise the disease in certain animals, for 
example the pig one could not depend on the examina- 
tion of the blood for either a positive or a negative diag- 
nosis, the reason being that pigs, when they became 
affected with the disease frequently died without the 
bacilli entering the blood stream. The di in these 
animals was not a septicemia. The reason for it was 
that the infection was a local one and took place thro 
the wall of the pharynx or anterior portion of the ali- 
mentary tract. The throat swelled and the animal died 
from asphyxia. Hence it was only in films from the 
lesions in the neck that the bacteria could be found. A 
good deal of knowl had also been obtained in recent 
years with regard to the frequency of it in horses. Many 
cases of anthrax in the horse in the first instance were 
diagnosed as enteritis or twist. There was no swelling 
in connection with the throat, and it was in cases 
—in cases of colic, that one required to be more careful 
nowadays. In fact it was frequently better to examine 
the bl and he thought that no veterinarian could be 
accused if he left that examination out of account when 
he was making a icular post-mortem examination of 
an animal which died suddenly or after a short ill- 
ness. He must make that examination as soon after 
death as possible, else the blood would begin to teem 


with various putrefactive organisms. made it 
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immediately after death there was very little difficulty 
in seeing whether the bacteria causing anthrax were 


present. 

With reference to another disease which had been 
brought up, and of which the diagnosis could be made in 
many cases by the aid of the microscope, it was one the 
extent of which was not by any means known in this 
country. So far as he had any definite knowledge there 
had only been afew cases recognised. For his own part 
he had only seen three naturally infected. The disease 
that he referred to was Johne’s disease. The cases he 
had seen were in Jersey cattle. Unlike what Mr. Ryan 
said, none of those animals, although affected with diar- 
rheea, discharged foul smelling feces. In diagnosing the 
case, which was sometimes very difficult, the only means 
at their disposal was the examination of the ——- 
from the rectum, or faeces. As a rule when Johne’s 
disease was present, and especially when it was in an 
advanced condition, they would able to find very 
short organisms frequently in clumps. From what he 
had seen of the disease he rather thought that the 
clumping of the very short acid-fast bacilli was suffi- 
cient to permit of a diagnosis. Mr. Ryan, in noting the 
appearance of these bacteria, said that oa were all 
a but his experience was that some of those speci- 
mens were sometimes as long as tubercle bacilli. In 
distinguishing the disease they had got to remember 
three diseases which were somewhat similar in clinical 
symptoms, viz., tuberculosis in some cases, Johne's 

i and parasitic abomasitis. In the second case he 
saw the three diseases were present. In the same herd 
from which this'specimen came, Johne’s disease was pre- 
sent in a former case, and it was suspected that this 
animal might be affected with Johne’s disease as well 
as with tubercle. It was only therefore by negativing 
the presence of Johne’s bacteria that they could come to 
the conclusion that Johne’s disease was absent. Here, 

i A had to remember the limits of the micro- 
scope. Hence, if they could not find an organism in a 
suspicious case they my A to say they had been 
unable to find the specific bacilli ; they could not say 
the disease was absent. It was on that account that 
sometimes Johne’s disease was diagnosed ving ec 
mortem. He referred to this particular disease use 
he really wanted to get some information from the 
members as to its prevalence in Ireland. So far as he 
had found, the only animals affected were Jerseys. 
Mr. Ryan told them in his paper that he had 
been able to recognise it in certain cattle. He did 
not say in what breeds, or of what Take 
another disease in which occasionally the recogni- 
tion of the ree might be of assistance in diagnosis 
—Tubercle. It is becoming very much more frequent 
to recognise tuberculosis ; it come much into the 
public ere, so that one required to take advantage of all 
the available methods of diagnosis. They oo occa- 
sionally have to try and find out the presence of tubercle 
bacilli in films from discharges or from certain lesions 
in order to make sure of the presence of the disease. At 
the present time they sometimes required to find out 
whether tuberculosis of the udder was present or not, 
and that could be done by the recognition of the bac- 
teria in the milk or discharges from the udder : but that 
was not — in every case, and not in the early 
stages, the reason being that in the early stages of the 
disease the tubercle bacilli were only cast off in very 
small numbers. If one could find out—and there was 
yet to be found an easier and a quick method of diag- 
nosing the presence of tuberculosis of the udder—one 
would have conferred a very great benefit upon the pro- 
fession. (App). At the present time one had to depend 
either on a negative reaction to tuberculin or on the 
results of experimental inoculation. In the latter case 
a period of three weeks must elapse before any con- 
clusion can be arrived at. 


In addition to the recognition of specific bacteri 
we have other means of diagnosis at our pain 
derived from the study of bacteriology. Thus we 
have bacterial prodncts—mallein and 
out which a large proportion of the cases of glanders and 
respectively — not be during 

e. Perhaps the agent, abortin, recently prepared in 
like manner to cubetouln and used in the same way, 
may be of son ian service in detecting all the cases 
of epizootic abortion appearing among the herds of the 
country. Other forms of diagnostic ure, such as 
the serum rn test in glanders, or the fixation 
of the complement in epizootic abortion, although ve 
accurate are of such a delicate nature and require suc 
complicated technique that they can only be used in the 
laboratory. These tests cannot be carried out by the 
general practitioner. Similar remarks would apply to 
experimentation and cultivation of bacteria. In medi- 
cine it may indeed be said that it is from the laboratory 
that the most of the advance in diagnosis has been made 
during the past few decades. 

Now with regard to treatment, one might ask what 
advantages have been obtained from the study of bac- 
teriology? When we have made our diagnosis, can we 
cure our case? Has bacteriology improved our methods 
of curative treatment? If cos Wane out of account the 
benefits which have been derived indirectly from the 
study of bacteriology in surgery he did not think they 
could say that it has been, up to the present, of very 
great service in the curative treatment of the diseases 
among the lower animals. 

Some bacterial products had been recommended in 
the cure as well as prevention of specific diseases. Anti- 
tetanic serum was a most valuable agent in preventing 
the appearance of tetanus after wounds, accidental or 
surgical. But when once the symptoms of the disease 
set in, this agent did not seem to benefit the case. 
Theoretically, it ought to be of service in neutralising 
any new toxin formed and so mitigating the symptoms. 
In practice, however, the serum did not give any better 
results—or even as good results as other ordinary thera- 
peutic agents. 

Antistreptococcic sera, monovalent or polyvalent, had 
been recommended for the cure of strangles. The agents 
used were very expensive and were not likely to come 
into general use unless in cases of exceptional value. 
Sometime ago, he understood, they were used extensively 
in Army horses in this country, but the cases treated 
by it were frequently more ay ye more seriously 
affected than those which had n treated in other 
ways. Good results have been recorded on the Contin- 
ent and in America from the use of these sera, and it is 
just Yao that their failure in this country is due to 
a difference in strain of the specific bacteria used in the 
preparation of these agents. 

Lately vaccination with dead cultures had come into 
vogue in human medicine in certain specific local affec- 
tions. The vaccination was carried out under certain 
precautions in order to increase the opsonins of blood, 
agents which act upon particular bacteria in order to 

rmit of their ingestion and destruction by leucocytes. 

easured doses are employed at certain intervals, regu- 
lated by the state of the opsonic index. It is unlikely 
that the treatment as it stands, even if proved to be of 
great service, will become popular in veterinary practice, 
add it can only be carried on in certain institutions. 
Perhaps a modification may be discovered which will 
lessen the amount of technique, and permit of its more 
general use. 

Last of all, with regard to preventive treatment, from 
bacteriology our ideas and methods have been largely 
derived. is study has advanced preventive medicine 
with such rapid strides that it is exceedingly difficult to 
keep pace with it. .We have learned in this way the 

iode of life of causal organisms, the method of infec- 
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the ‘best means of destroying the microbes. 
In the case of diseases due to facultative parasities— 
avery are bacteria which we are unable to destroy or 
get rid of because of their position and their propagation 
—we are provided with various sera and vaccines in 
order to prevent the ap ce of symptoms or mor- 
talities from diseases. We have = to refer to the 
benefits derived from the use of Blackleg vaccines in 
order to indicate how serviceable the study of bacterio- 
logy has been in preventing certain deadly diseases of 
stock. Perhaps the general practitioner may be more 
ey need consulted than heretofore in the prevention 
of disease. It isin the interest of the stockowner to 
preserve the health of his herds and flocks, and he 
ought to recognise that the preventive measures against 
disease are most particularly studied by the veteri- 
narian. 

Prof. Craig concluded at this point, regretting that on 
account of the time he had occupied he had occupied 
he was not able to go further into the preventive agents 
and measures employed in specific di ‘ 

Mr. Watson remarked it was stated by Mr. Dixson 
at the Leeds Congress that in treating tuberculosis of 
the udder by injecting tuberculin they got local inflam- 
mation. He had never noticed it himself. 

Mr. McKenny said le ccnsidered Mr. Ryan’s paper 
was a most useful one, as it shculd dispel a most erron- 
eous impression which some people had of bacteriology, 
viz., that the science had no practical utility, whereas 
the paper showed that the fundamental principles of 
pathology were based on bacteriology. In fact the sub- 
jects .were inseparable, especially in the true diagnosis 
of disease. In a large number of cases the diagnosis 
and treatment of disease depended on their knowled 
of bacteriology. However, in the face of those facts, he 
was sorry that from what Prof. Craig had said it a 
— that he (Prof. Craig) held an opposite view. No 

oubt the Professor had unintentionally dilated rather 
strongly on the difficulties and uncertainties of practi- 
cally applying bacteriology in the prevention and treat- 
ment of disease in their present knowledge of the sub- 
ject, but he (Mr. McKenny) felt sure that Prof. Craig 
only intended his remarks to be taken as a warning to 
some practitioners unacquainted with the difficulties of 
the bacteriologist in giving definite opinions on speci- 
mens sent for microscopic examination. The informa- 
tion which Prof. Craig had given them was very inter- 
esting, but was not exactly the subject under debate ; 
it should be remembered that the title of the paper was 
“ A view of the practical utility of bacteriology,” there- 
fore it might be argued that the question before them 
that evening from a practitioner's point of view, and not 
from a scientific aspect, was the utility of bacteriology to 
the practitioner, and certainly from what Prof. Craig 
had said it was not very encouraging to the busy practi- 
tioner to make use of the microscope in his daily prac- 
tice. The essayist had given them the bright side of 
the question, whereas Pref. Craig had shown the dark 
shadows of the picture, as for instance when he spoke of 
Johne’s disease and showed them the difficulty of dis- 
tinguishing it from tuberculosis. His 
remarks also as to the application of their bacteriologica 
knowledge was unfavourable, and as regards its use in 
the treatment of disease he had not said much, but if he 
dwelt on the subject in the same mood it would be most 
depressing to those who were looking anxiously for the 
flood of light which they expected soon to come from 
bacteriologists. 

Prof. Craie rose to refute the remarks of Mr. Mc- 
Kenny so far as they were directed against him. He 
particularised a little more than Mr. _ and the de- 
tails must be taken into account if the value of any 
agent is to be considered. He considered that by the 
microscope in many cases a great deal of useful know- 
ledge could be obtained in the diagnosis of disease. But 


it must not be forgotten that the usefulness of the 
microscope has its limitations, and that is what Mr. 
McKenny does not fully realise. With regard to anti- 
diphtheritic serum, he did not refer to it because the 
disease for which it was used was confined to the 
human subject. He directed his attention entirely to 
the diseases of the lower animals. In prevention there 
would be no doubt of the value of bacteriology. Pre- 
ventive medicine was the medicine of the future. 

Mr. Patrick said the difficulty that arose, it would be 
admitted, was that the ordinary practitioner had not the 
outfit, nor the time at his disposal to carry out those 
examinations from time to time. He had not the 
slightest hesitation in saying it was of the greatest value 
provided they had the time to put it into use. 

Prof. DuNcAN remarked that in reading through Mr. 
Ryan’s paper he was struck by the aspect of the ques- 
tion alluded to by Mr. Patrick. The paper wasintended . 
apparently to bea hint and a help to the general practi- 
tioner, to aid him in his diagnoses. He thought it had 
largely failed in that, because the ordinary practitioner 
could not carry out the bacteriological examinations 
suggested by Mr. Ryan. The work of a bacteriologist 
was a specialised work ; the average practitioner did not 

t suflicient practice with a microscope to tell whether, 
or example, a certain organism were a tubercle bacillus 
ora Johne’s bacillus. He thought that Mr. Ryan might 
have put in his os a plea for practitioners to stud 
the best methods of consulting with the pathologist pe | 
bacteriologist. Some specimens sent in to laboratories 
for examination were unsuitable for the purpose. He 
thought every practitioner might learn how to collect, 
preserve and forward specimens for examination. 

Mr. Heaty, who considered Mr. Ryan’s paper a very 
good one indeed, pointed out that in one of their jour- 
nals an English member of the profession had suggested 
a short uated course in the subject. 

The PRESIDENT put a query as to whether a “moon- 
light ” butcher, who flayed aniwals after they had be- 
come infected with anthrax, would be likely to gain 
immunity from anthrax. He had known such a butcher 
whose invariable — during the poe was to 
put the dripping knife in his teeth. ‘That man lived to 
a great age, apne seventy, and would probably 
have lived very much longer were it not that he was 
rather partial to the products of barley (laughter.) 

Mr. Ryan, in his reply to the criticisms, thanked the 
members of the Association for the kind manner in 
which they had received his paper. As regards anth- 
rax in the horse he should have porters devoted more 
attention to it, but they found the disease more in 
cattle, and therefore he paid more attention to the 
disease in cattle. In reference to Johne’s disease, he 
had up to the present seen no case of it in this country, 
but that time last year he saw six cases in England. A 
gentlemau he described it to said he had such a case in 
a Jersey cow, and a scraping was afterwards reported 
to be swarming with the organism of Johne. Bibse- 
amas he was more on the look out for the disease. 

e cases were all in Jersey cows, and young animals, 
the oldest being only four years. As regards tubercu- 
losis, he did not make any reference in his paper to it 
because everyone was talking about tuberculosis, and the 
subject was in his opinion rather hackneyed. He had 
seen cases where antitetanic serum was of marked benefit 
as a curative agent. In reply to Mr. Patrick and Mr. 
Duncan, Mr. Ryan said he tried to deal with cases 
which the ordinary practitioner could deal with. He 
did not go into abstruse cases which only an expert 
could tackle. The practitioners he referred to kept a 
or and he thought any practitioner who 

ad much to do with cattle, and suspected anthrax, 
could easily do the same thing. There was nothing 


very complicated about it. Then in regard to what the 
President said. He knew it was possible for cattle 
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suffering from anthrax to recover and gain a certain 
amount of immunity, and in that case there was no 
reason why the human subject should not also gain 
immunity. 

Mr. Ryan, in conclusion, again thanked all for the 
kind way in which they had received his paper. 

The PRESIDENT tendered Mr. Ryan thanks, and said 
that if in hurried moments Mr. Ryan could produce such 
a lucid paper, in such a concise form as to render it 
pleasing to an old person like himself, who read it over 
two or three times, they might expect great things from 
him in the near future. (Applause.) 

Mr. McKEnny _ pro 
President. Mr. Chambers seconded. This was passed, 
and the meeting then concluded. 


The Veterinary Congress. 


The International Veterinary Congress, which has 
just closed at the Hague, is the successor of eight 
previous Congresses, the inception of the first of which 
was to a great extent due to the energy of an English- 
man, Dr. John Gamgee, and was held at Hamburg in 
1863. From that time to 1909 veterinary science has 

so much that, from a position of comparative 
insignificance, the veterinarians of the present day are of 
sufficient standing for their deliberations, when in con- 
gress, to influence the Governments of all countries. 

The proceedings were attended by over 1,000 mem- 
bers, and after the concluding meeting the general con- 
sensus of opinion was that the Congress was of incalcu- 
lable value in having consolidated veterinary opinion on 
the various important subjects which have come under 
discussion. 

Tuberculosis under various headings came in for a 
large share of discussion. On Friday morning, under 
the heading of “ Avian Tuberculosis and its Relation to 
Tuberculosis in Mammalia,” Dr. 8. Arloing (Lyon 
Dr. J. Mohler (Bureau of Animal Industry, Washington 


and others, contributed renga rs on the essenti 
t 


unity of the causal organisms. ose who presented 
papers on the subject have, as a result of their experi- 
ments, arrived at the conclusion that avian tuberculosis 
is not a special disease caused by a special bacillus, but 
a modified form of the bacillus described by Koch as the 
infective agent in human tuberculosis, with which it 
appears the avian bacillus is connected by common 
primary characters, and from which it can be dis- 
tinguished only by secondary and moreover inconstant 
properties. 
e tuberculosis question was again under discussion 
on Saturday morn when, under the heading of 
“Government Efforts for the Eradication of Tubercu- 
losis,” Dr. , of Copenhagen, drew the attention of 
the members of the Congress to the fact that tuberculosis 
is to a large extent a among calves and pigs by the 
milk they drink, and especially by the milk products 
returned from the co-operative dairies. He showed that 
the rovisions existing in Denmark, which require 
that all skimmed milk, butter milk, etc., shall be raised 
80 deg. centigrade before being utilized as food for ani- 
mals, have rendered invaluable service inst the 
pe of tuberculosis in that country. He then urged 
adoption of what has for some time been known as 
Bang’s method of eradication. Briefly stated, his method 
is as follows :—He suggests that cattle on all farms 
should be tested by competent veterinarians with the 
tuberculin test, and the herd then divided into two por- 
tions, tuberculous and non-tuberculous. Those clinically 
tuberculous should be slaughtered, the remainder being 
allowed to live out the ordinary course of their lives 
except that all their milk must boiled before being 
used for food of man or animal, and any calves they 
produce must be immediately among the non- 


ins 
a vote of thanks to the 


infected portion of the herd, as it has been found that it 
is only an almost negligible proportion of calves which 
are tuberculous at birth. He makes it a peg a ad- 
junct that the portion of the herd which on inoculation 
was found free from tuberculosis shall be reinoculated 
every year, or half year, with tuberculin in order to 
ensure the removal of any animal that may have been 
infected notwithstanding the separation. It will be 
noted that all that is required from the Government 
where this system is adopted is the granting of free 
tuberculin and of the free services of a veterinary 


tor. 
Wednesday morning the subject of “The Sanitary 
Control of Milk and Meat,” one closely allied to that of 
the eradication of tuberculosis, came under discussion, 
and subsequently papers bearing on this question were 
dealt with by the public health section. Whatever 
comenay ae represented the reporters on the subject of 
the milk supply were unanimously of the opinion that 
the provisions at present in force are totally inadequate 
and by no means satisfactory. The meat supply received 
even more attention than that of milk. Mr. A. M. 
ter (veterinary inspector to the Glasgow Corporation) 
presented a paper in which he drew attention to the 
great need of uniformity in inspection in Great sees 
and urged the need of the formation of an internatio 
meat code. 

Among other subjects of general interest that received 
the attention of the delegates was that of cancer. 
Dr. E. F. Bashford (director of the Imperial Cancer 
Research Laboratory) contended that the importance of 
chronic irritation in both animals and man has been fully 
brought to light, and he was emphatic in asserting that 
cancer is neither congenital nor hereditarily transmitted, 
and that it has no analogy with any known form of in- 
fective disease ; in short, that it is not infective as the 
word is defined to-day. 

A certain portion of the time which was set apart for 
general discussion was devoted to the consideration of 
the internal affairs of the profession, and it was decided 
that it was of the utmost importance in order that the 
profession may reach its full ger og that the doc- 
torate in veterinary science should be obtainable by 
those desirous of entering the profession ; that post- 
pete diplomas in tropical veterinary science should 

instituted ; and that veterinary surgeons should 
be employed at agricultural colleges and elsewhere in 
conducting experiments on breeding and in teaching the 
subject of zootechny.— The T'imes. 


The Proportion of Drugs to Body-weight. 


Dr. Benjamin Moore points out that, in the main, an 
adult man of 150 lbs. weight cannot properly be given 
fifteen times the dose of a drug such as would suit a 
baby of 10 lbs., but usually about six times only. 
Further, such as and rats om take 
very muc r doses per unit. o y weight of many 
toxic drugs than can rabbits, and these = than men 
or “ge It is to this that he ascribes the failure of 
atoxyl to cure trypanosomiasis in lange mammals, 
whereas it is cacers successful in rats: for the larger 
animals are poisoned by the drug when its proportion in 
the circulation is still insufficient to kill the t 0- 
somes. that body surface 
property taken into account In dosage, not weight ; 
for practical p this may be as the 
two-third power of the body weight. In the case of 
substances which act by stimulation or inflammation of 
surfaces, such as the intestinal tract, the maximum dose 
is proportional to this factor. Since large animals have 
less intestinal and cutaneous surface per unit of wei t 
they can only take up proportionately less drug ; and i 
any ial substance is manufactured by the surface 
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cells, they can manufacture relati less than can 
smaller This ma: in human 


therapeutics the dosage for vodividuals of different sizes 
does not rise or fall in direct proportion to the weight : 
sixteen may larger dose than one 

eight stone, but does not ly require twice as 
Hospital. 


The New Dairies Order (Ireland). 


In accordance with the power vested in them by sec- 
tion 11 of the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, the 
Local Government Board for Ireland has issued a new 
Order creating a new oe and a new Sanitary 
Officer who will be styled the Veterinary Inspector, and 
must be a duly qualified veterinary surgeon. The 
Order defines and lays down the duties to be discharged 
by the Veterinary Inspector, which consist entirely of 
those connected with the administration of the General 
Order with respect to Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops, 
in pursuance of the Contagious Diseases Animals Acts, 
1878 and 1886. The latter Order came into force in 
May, 1908, and ever since the Local Government Board 
has been trying by coaxing, wheedling, and threatening 
to induce a large number of sanitary authorities who 
decline to put it in force to appoint the necessary officers, 
including a veterinary inspector. The Board ap- 

considers a veterinary ry OF sine 
or the per carrying out of the provisions of the 
Order, Biya far as the health and condition of the 
cattle kept in a dairy are concerned it is fully justified 
in securing for each sanitary authority the services of a 
duly qualified veterinarian. The body of Veterinary 
Surgeons, to use their own words, has always been a 
retiring one, and even though the necessity for their 
active assistance in public health work has been officially 
recognised even since the year 1889 when it was defin- 
itely laid down that certificates from them were required 
by the Sanitary Authority in the case of tuberculosis of 

udder, no attempt was ever made to make secure 
their position until it was ascertained after the promul- 
gation of the new Order last year that there was money 
to be made, and that a great opportunity had arisen 
which must be immediately seized. energetic 
crusade against tuberculosis, which had been started in 
Ireland and was being carried on with such vigour all 
over the country, had drawn prominent attention to the 
necessity of securing for the public a pure and whole- 
some supply of new milk free from the germs of tuber- 
culosis, this could only be done by taking measures 
to have the dairy cattle properly examined and duly 
certified as being free from disease. Hence the necessity 
for the employment of a veterinary surgeon, who no 
sooner found himself officially than he 
desired that he and he alone should be the sole respon- 
sible officer for aoe Se all the provisions of the 
Dairies Order should be carried out. He would work 
neither under nor with the Medical Officer of Health, 
but importuned the Local Government Board to give 
py d the new Sani 

pparen e has su an new itary 
Order, which has just been issued, will now place the 
veterinary surgeon in a freeand untrammelled position 
as chief officer under it, whose duty will be to see the 

inary 'y inspector in the di of his duties, 
and to see that nothing is done or permitted on dairy 
premises or elsewhere that might affect the cleanliness 
of the milk. In place of strictly limiting his duties to 
the supervision of the dairy cattle and the conditions 
under which they are housed, so far as “eens to their 
health, he has been placed in thorough charge of all that 
pertains to the milk trade, and the supply of the pure 
article to the public, whilst the Medica] Officer of Health 
is quietly ordered to stand aside. 


The creation of the new intment under the pro- 
visions of the Public Health (Ireland) Act, places the 
veterinary inspector in the same position as regards 
tenure of office, method of appointment, and , as 
the other sanitary officers. e consider that the Local 
Government Board has shown wonderful sagacity in 
thus cornering those recalcitrant sanitary authorities 
who have refused to yield to their dictation. Under the 
Dairies Order it is more than questionable whether the 
Local Board succeed by mandamus 
in enforcing the appointment of a veterinary s n to 
examine the cattle, as the provisions would be fully met 
by permitting the ordinary inspector to requisition the 
services of a veterinary surgeon when he suspected 
disease of the udder ; and to prevent itself falling intoa 
legal q ire the shows ingenuity in availing 
itself of the powers conferred by section 11 of the Public 
Health Act. It may be thought that it has gone just a 
little too fast or a little too far. It has power un- 
doubtedly to create the appointment of veterinary in- 
re, but in defining his duties it is bound down by 

e Act itself, which provides that the duties must be in 
connection with the discovery, or inspection, or removal 
of nuisances, in the supply of pure water, in the making 
or repairing of sewers and drains, or in generally aiding 
the administration of the Sanitary Laws within the dis- 
trict. Now the Dairy Order has been made under the 
Contagious Diseases of Animals Act, and although its 
administration is handed over to the sanitary authority, 
the officers appointed under it are not sanitary officers, 
nor are the duties sanitary duties, or duties to be per- 
formed under the Public Health Acts, therefore, we 
have the anomaly of an officer being created under a 
specific Act for the specific purpose of discharging duties 
under another Act. 

Moreover it seems to be a very rounabout way of 
securing the object aimed at, but we are not behind the 
scenes, though we can divine as much as that the two 
great departments of the State interested in the subject 
of tuberculosis, viz., the Local Government Board and 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instrue- 
tion, are not pulling well together, and that there is con- 
siderable friction between them. This is the only way 
of accounting for the manner in which the Local Govern- 
ment Board is forcing the pace, when it could mach 
more easily and os work in harmony with the Board 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction, which has 
charge of the Contagious Diseases Animals Act, and 
could, if necessary, schedule disease of the udder, etc., 
under said Act, so that the services of the County 
veterinary inspectors who are already in existence, could 
be availed of at once. Such an Order has been issued 
in England, and it is to come into force on the Ist of 
January next, and when worked with the Dairies and 
Milkshops Order, and the New Milk Bill, will afford all 
the facilities necessary for coping with tuberculosis of 
bovine —. A similar Order issued by the Irish 
Board of Agriculture and worked in connection with 
the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order, and the 
Tuberculosis Prevention (Ireland) Act would have placed 
sufficient powers in the hands of the public to safeguard 
its milk supply. Nee 

We shall await with curiosity the attitude which will 
be taken up by the public bodies, and the Medical Officer 
of Health upon the promulgation of the new Order. 
Before leaving this subject we may be permitted to draw 
attention to the fact that the only duty under the Public 
Health Act which could have been properly and legally 
assigned to the new officers—the veterinary reg 
viz., the examination of meat, etc., under the 1 
Section, has not been specified, although the Local 
Government Beard has for the past two years been try- 
ing to induce Sanitary Authorities to opal veterinary 
surgeons as inspectors of meat.— The Gazette. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


(including Swine Fever. 


Farcy) 


Out- 


Ani- | Out- | Ani- 
mals. 


mals. 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Sep. 18 


Corresponding week in {3 


Total for 38 weeks, 1909 


Corresponding period in - 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sep. 


IRELAND. Week ended Sept. 11 


1 
Corresponding Week in nal 


Total for 37 weeks, 1909 


315 


1 
Corresponding period im | 1007 


31 277 
eee 64 192 1967 
sos 14 68 164 886 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 15, 1909. 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Personal. 

Arrangements have been made for Prof. Mason, 
M.R.C.V.S., to deliver a series of 15 pioneer lectures 
throughout the Co. Mayo between the joe of the 20th 
Sept. and the 8th of October. 


SECRET REMEDIES. 
Sir, ¢ 
To while away a railway journey a few days ago I bought 
at a bookstall a shilling book, entitled ‘‘ Secret Remedies, "’ 
and I found it very interesting. 
It is published by the British Medical Association who, 
it is stated in the preface, felt ‘‘ it would be useful, if not 
instructive to make analyses of some of the secret remedies, 


Veterinary Bill be passed and the Conncil find itself 
—— with an abundance of funds, it could certainly 

nd money, wisely and well, in exposing the composition’ 
‘ some of the various quack remédies, with which horses, 
cattle, and dogs are indiscriminately dosed. 

Over 130 remedies are dealt with in the book referred to 
above, but a third, or at the most a half of that number 
would account for all the advertised quack veterinary reme- 
dies, so that the cost of analysis, publication, etc. of a book 
dealing with them should not be a very expensive under- 
taking. The book would certainly be purchased by every 
M.R.C.V.S., it could aiso be sold to the public, at shops, 
and also at horse, cattle, and dog shows. 

Of course one foresees difficulties in getting the great 
British public to know all about secret remedies—as the 
newspapers, who look to patent medicine vendors for a large 
proportion of their imcome, would naturally be averse to 
their columns being used for such a purpose—as it would 
mean to them “killing the goose which lays the golden 


the virtues of which are so boldly advertised, especially in | eggs.’’ 


popular monthly magazines and weekly newspapers, and 
in diaries and almanacks pushed under the front door or 
dropped over the area railings.’’ 

The book contains the results of these analyses, the esti- 
mated cost of the various ingredients, the prices enue the 
public are charged, and the various diseases for which 
each particular remedy is recommended. We all know of 
the pills, ‘‘worth a guinea a box,”’ retailed at 1/1}d., 
but whose prime cost (ingredients only) is estimated at only 
half afarthing. These pale into insignificance beside M——’s 
kidney cure pelletts,”’ sold at a shilling, and which the 
analyst asserts are composed solely of white sugar (prime 
cost 1-35th of a penny). 

There are 180 pages, all brimful of interest, and what 
struck me on reading them was this. Should the new 


In the House of Commons on September 16th Mr. Glad- 
stone was asked if he would consider the question of com- 
— manufacturers of patent medicines to describe the 

ll ingredients on the bottle or package. It is hopeful to 
note that his reply was to the effect that he thought the 
matter of sufficient importance for an inquiry by a Select 
Committee next session.—Yours 


Joun L. "Perry, M.R.C.V.S. 
Cardiff, September 17. 


Communications anD Papers Recetveo.—Messrs. J. L. 
Perry, J.Alex. Todd, W.R. Jenkins & Co., Harry’Kew, 
H. G. Locke, E. Wallis Hoare. 


Memorias do Instituto Oswaldo Cruz, Tomo I. Fac. I. 


Period. 
Out: | Ani- Out. Out- 
| 
908 ...] 18 16| 45 30 297 
906 ...] 8 13} 19 22 183 
959 | 1270) | | 1306 | 1178 
1 655 | 1496 1 
in- 906 ...] 657 | 957 801 | 1504 307 831 4680 
by 21, 1909. 
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articles and reports should be written on one 
side of the @ side of the papa only and authenticated by the names and 
the writers, not necessarilyfor publication. 


Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.8. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.2.0.v.8., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. — M.B.C.V.8., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Care or Goop Horr V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.n.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. See. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowharst 


CentraL V.M.8. 
Pres. Mr. F. T. G. Hobday, r.n.c.v.s., F.R.5.E. 
165 Church Street, Kensington, W. 
Gon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R.v.v.8., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 


Cenrrat Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


Cenrtrat V.A. or 'RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, m.u.c.v.s., Ennis 
Hon. Sec. Mr. M. J. Cleary, m R.c.v.s., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.n.c.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. James Robertson, M.R.C.V.8. 
Leo House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 
Vert. Mep. Assn. or [RELanp. 


Pres; Mr. J. Holland, v.s., Athy 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, M.R.C.V.8., 
171 Great Britain-street, Dublin 
Hon, Treas: Mr, M. 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 
Lancasuine V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Munro, m.n.0.v.s., A!trincham 


Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.z.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. G. Lockwood, m.n.c.v.s., Peterborough 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. R.F. Bett, m.z.c.v.s., 
Midland Railway, Derby 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Liverroot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, r.n.c.v.s., 
102 Quay- ‘street, Manchester 
Hon. Sees: Prof. H. E. Annett, The University, 
Arnold Richardson, m.x.0.v.s., 
lll Avenue, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 


Ver. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Pres: Mr. J. Welch, Roland 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Trevor Spencer, M.R.c.v.8., 
Montague House, Ketterin 
Hon. S-c: Mr. H. Dawes, ¥.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


Nationa, Vet. Association. 
Prof. James Macqueen, ¥.8.0.v.s. London, N.W. 
: Mr. William Hanting, r.z.c.v.s, London, 8.W. 
he Mr. J. F. Simpson, ¥.8.0.v.s., Maidenhead. 


Natrona, Bengvotent & 


FENCE Society. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.2.c.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. See: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.8.0.v.8. 
Street, Oxford-st., Mancheste 
onTH or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. 8, M.R.C.V.8., 
56 Eldon st., Newcastle.on-Tyne 

Hon. See: Mr. E. Gibson, M.B.0.v.8. 

25 Marlborough- -street, Seaham Harbour 

Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Norts or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Gregg, M.3.c.v.8., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, m.8.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.2.c.v.s., Lurgan 
Norra or Scortanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. W. Skinner, m.8.c.v.s., Old Meldrum 
Hon. Sec. d& Treas: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.8.c.v.8., 
Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


Norra Wares V.M.A. 


Pres: 

Aon. Sec. & Treas. T.C, Howatson, m.R.0.v.s., St. Asaph 

Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 

Ontario V.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 

Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 

Province or Quesec V.M.A. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 

Roya, Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. E. L. Stroud, F.8.¢.v.8., Paddington, W. 

Hon. Sec. & Treas : Mr. Percy J. F.R.O.V.8., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 

Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Royan Scorrisn V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.n.0.v.8., Auchtermuchty. 


Hon. Sec: 

Rovan Verermnary M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. L. Sheather, m.R.0.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, V. Pride Jones. 

Metrorouitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. O. Charnock Bradley, m.p., D.sc., M.B.C.v.8., 
Dick Vet. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.n.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Sournern Counties V.8. 
Pres: Mr. H. Smith, m.2.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, x.8.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 
Sours anp Nort Yorxsuine V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. P. Snaith, u.n.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.8.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 
Transvaat V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. K. Pilkington, u.x.c.v.s., Johannesburg 
Hon. Treas ; Mr. J. M. Christy, .x.c.v.8., D.v.s. Krugersdorp 
Hen. Sec: Mr. J. G. Bush, m.n.o.v.s., Piet Retief, Transvaal 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. W. Bovett, m x.¢.v.8., Bridgwater 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.0.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, .8.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scotruanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Hugh Begg, m.3.c.v.s., East Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: Treasr: Jas. Macfarlane, c.v.s., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Ver. Association 
Pres: Mr. H. G. Bowes, F.z.0.v.8., 106 Clarendon rd, Leeds 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.z.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. A. MoCarmick, 
Kirkstall-road, Leeds 


